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AJC DIGGING DEEPER SENATE RACE 


Collins plans 
Senate bid for 
Loeffler’s seat 


The EPA started excavating and backfilling properties Monday on Atlanta's westside that were found to 
have dangerous levels of lead in the soil. The removal includes trees. MIGUEL MARTINEZ / FORTHE AIC 


Lead removal starts 
in area near stadium 


EPA officials consider 
expanding area for 
investigation, testing. 


By Andy Miller 
Georgia Health News 


Work teams using heavy equip- 
ment began digging up soil con- 
taminated with lead from an 
empty lot in west Atlanta on 
Monday morning. It’s the start 
of an Environmental Protection 
Agency cleanup action that will 
take months to complete. 

Targeting a neighborhood near 
Mercedes-Benz Stadium, the EPA 
has found unsafe levels of lead — 
a powerful neurotoxin — in the 
soil of more than half of the 124 
yards already examined. 

And the EPA says it’s consid- 
ering expanding its investigation 
beyond the 368 properties cur- 
rently under scrutiny. 

After a community meeting last 


Lead continued on A6 


X MORE DETAILS 


Rosario Hernandez expresses her dissatisfaction Thursday 
withthe process of the lead extraction and the removal of trees 
that lined her yard. ALYSSA POINTER / ALYSSA.POINTER@AJC.COM 


THESTORYSOFAR 

Georgia Health News, in collaboration with the AJC, broke the news 
in December that the federal Environmental Protection Agency had 
found lead in the soil of residential yards at higher levels than what 
the agency considers safe. The EPA identified 368 propertiesnear 
Mercedes-Benz Stadium for possible lead removal and remediation. 
The agency began remediation Monday and says the area of 
contamination could be larger than the current target zone. 


TOP NATIONAL STORY IMPEACHMENT TRIAL 


Impeachment: What happened Monday 


The defense, Day 2 


President Donald Trump's legal 
teamresumed its defense Monday 
inhis Senate impeachment 

trial amid calls to hear from 
former national security adviser 
John Bolton, who saysina book 
manuscript that Trump tied nearly 
$400 million inassistance to 
Ukraine to investigations of Joe 
Biden and his son. 


Insupport of witnesses 


Republican Sens. Mitt Romney 
and Susan Collins said the Bolton 
revelations bolster their case for 
summoning witnesses, echoing 
calls by Senate Democrats. 


Opposed to witnesses 


eaan 


Seeking to tamp down talk of 
calling witnesses, deputy White 
House counsel Patrick Philbin said 
the Senate should not“try toredo” 
the House impeachment inquiry, 
despite what he argued were 
errors and omissions. 


‘Trump team snubs new allegations 


Balanced coverage 


Monday was the second day for 
Trump’steam to make their case 
against impeachment. House 
Democratsmade their case last 
week. We are presenting Trump's 
argument in the same format on 
the front page and A3 as we did 
for the Democrats last week. 


ALSO INSIDE 
» Trump’s lawyers repeat no 
witness has stated direct 
knowledge of quid pro quo, A3 


Decision to run against 
Kemp appointee likely 
to split GOP loyalties. 


By Greg Bluestein 
gbluestein@aje.com 


U.S. Rep. Doug Collins will soon 
announce a challenge to U.S. 
Sen. Kelly Loeffler, setting up a 
bitter Republican showdown in 
November that pits one of Presi- 
dent Donald Trump's most vocal 
defenders against a wealthy for- 
mer executive backed by Gov. 
Brian Kemp. 

Collins, who was set to be at 
the Georgia Statehouse today, has 
started to line up campaign staff 
and call politicians and support- 
ers to inform them of his decision 
to enter the race, according to 
several people who received the 
calls but requested anonymity to 
discuss private conversations. 

The four-term congressman 
hopes to launch his campaign 


Senate continued on A6 
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» Georgia representatives back 
partisan Senate primary, A6 
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Rep. Doug Collins (left) and 
Sen. Kelly Loeffler 


WHATIT MEANS FOR YOU 
Gov. Brian Kemp appointed 
Kelly Loeffler to replace 
Johnny Isaksonin the Senate 
forthe rest of this year. 
E in November, voters will 
cast ballots in a special 
election. The winner will 
serve the final two years of 
Isakson’s term. 
E The format of the special 
election will pit candidates 
from all political parties on 
the same ballot. 
E if nobody wins a majority, 
arunoff between the top 
two finishers will be held 
Jan. 5, 2021. 


AJC CONTINUING COVERAGE DEATH PENALTY 


Inmate’s children plead 
for state to spare dad 
guilty in mom’s death 


Attorneys argue jurors 
were never informed of 
client’s brain damage. 


ByJoshua Sharpe 
joshua.sharpe@aje.com 


Attorneys for Donnie Lance, 
who is scheduled to be executed 
Wednesday, are asking the State 
Board of Pardons and Paroles to 
spare the 65-year-old’s life. 

The board will meet this morn- 
ing to consider the clemency 
petition for Lance, who was con- 
victed in 1999 in Jackson County 
of beating to death his ex-wife, 
Joy Lance, and fatally shooting 
her boyfriend, Dwight “Butch” 
Wood. Lance has maintained his 
innocence, and his adult children, 


Barring 
clemency, 
Donnie Lance, 
65,is 
scheduled to 
be put to death 
Wednesday for 
two murders. 


have in recent months unsuccess- 
fully called for new DNA testing 
to confirm whether he commit- 
ted the crime. 

Inaletter attached to the clem- 
ency petition, the children said 
the pain of losing their mother 
would be compounded if the 
state kills their father. 

“We have spent our whole lives 
with this huge gaping hole in our 


whose mother was Joy Lance, Lancecontinued on AS 
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No cases of coronavirusin 
Georgia as health officials 
examine more than 100 
people in U.S. for infection. 
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